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Who are these resources for? 
These resources are designed to be of use to any nursery teacher, 
primary teacher or librarian looking to use the three shortlisted books 
in the Bookbug Picture Book Prize 2019 as an inspiration for cross-
curricular learning. As well as this, the resources will also help you to 
create a buzz about the shortlisted titles and the Bookbug Picture Book 
Prize. 

Remember that every P1 child in Scotland receives the P1 Family Bag, 
which contains the three shortlisted books. It also contains an activity 
book for parents and children – this can be a great way to create a link 
between school and home, as pupils do fun activities based on the 
books they’ve been introduced to in school.

scottishbooktrust.com/bpbp

See the authors reading  
their books
You can find videos of the authors reading their books on our website. 
Each video contains a full read through, as well as a special activity idea 
from each author. You’ll find the videos and find lots of other information 
about the Bookbug Picture Book Prize at scottishbooktrust.com/bpbp.  

Activity for all books:  
Shared Reading
Shared Reading Outcomes for younger pupils: Lit 1-11a. Outcomes for 
older pupils: Lit 2-03a, Lit 2-11a, HWB 2-13a, 

Shared reading is a great way for older and younger pupils to share and 
discover books together.

Shared reading involves older pupils reading picture books out loud to 
younger pupils. It hands the older pupil the responsibility of making sure 
a young child enjoys discovering a book, and is a great boost to older 
pupils’ confidence, especially if they do not see themselves as readers 
initially. 

For a complete introduction to shared reading, including case studies, 
videos and a unit of activities to take you through the process, check 
out this page: scottishbooktrust.com/learning/learning-resources/
resource/how-to-run-a-shared-reading-project
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One Button Benny
Written by Alan Windram and illustrated by Chloe Holwill-Hunter

Benny isn’t like other robots. They all have lots of buttons that do 
wonderful things, while Benny just has one big red button with ‘Only 
Press In An Emergency’ written on it. Benny often wonders what would 
happen if he pressed his button. One day, when danger is afoot, Benny 
gets the chance to find out, and discovers that he can be an unlikely 
hero! One Button Benny is a fun, touching read, and the retro-style 
illustrations will give your pupils plenty to discuss.

Make your own robots 
TCH 0-12a, TCH 1-02a

The book gives you a great opportunity to make some robots from 
recycled materials. 

This Charlie and Lola video can give your pupils a fun introduction to 
what recycling is and why we need to do it: bit.ly/Charlie- 
Lola-Recycle. 

There are lots of examples of DIY robots on sites like Pinterest, but you 
can also have a look at this video to get an idea of how pupils can go 
about the project: bit.ly/Recycled-Robot. This blog post also shows 
you how you can make a robot collage as an alternative project: bit.ly/
Robot-Collage 

If you want to extend the task, you could ask pupils to think about what 
their robot’s buttons might be able to do and make up a story about 
them. What problems or dangers could their robots help to overcome?

Creating robots is a great task for older and younger children to do 
together, particularly if you’re doing a shared reading project. Take 
inspiration from this case study! bit.ly/BbugP1Pack 

Write a robot story 

LIT 1-31a

You can find a template to write a simple robot story on page 3 of this 
resource: teachprimary.com/resource_uploads/all-systems-go.pdf 

Sciences – learning about  
day and night 
SCN 1-06a

With his ability to fly, Benny will be able to explore the whole solar 
system. This is a good opportunity to talk about the sun and the moon 
and how these affect light.
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Watch this video clip about day and night with your pupils: bbc.
in/2s9nSoR. There are some great classroom ideas to help you explore 
the concept of day and night after you finish watching the video.  Pupils 
can share what they’ve learned with others, using a globe and a torch 
as the BBC suggest.

For younger pupils, create a sun and a moon, and talk about where light 
comes from during the day and night. Now play a game as a group. 
Have one person hold the moon and another the sun. As the moon 
comes up, pupils pretend to sleep and as the sun comes up, they  
wake up. 

Who helps us in an emergency?
SOC 1-20a, LIT 1-09a

Benny comes to the rescue when the robots are under attack. But who 
helps us in real life emergencies?

Here are some great books you can read with your class to introduce 
them to different emergency services:

Police

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam by Tracey Corderoy and Steven Lenton

Wanted: Ralfy Rabbit, Book Burglar by Emily MacKenzie

What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks

Ambulance

Tabby McTat by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

Ambulance, Ambulance! By Sally Sutton and Brian Lovelock

Dylan the Doctor by Guy Parker Rees

Fire Service

This Book Just Ate My Dog by Richard Byrne

George’s Dragon at the Fire Station by Claire Freedman and 
Russell Julian

Maisy’s Fire Engine by Lucy Cousins

Do your pupils know what to do in the event of an emergency? Older 
pupils can write scripts and act out 999 calls. For younger pupils, there 
are some great activities in this resource from TES (you’ll need to create 
a free login): bit.ly/TES-999 
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Magic buttons 
SOC 1-08a, HWB 1-05a

While he only has one button, Benny discovers that it can really help 
people. 

Ask your pupils to imagine that they have a magic button. What would 
their magic button do to help people? Encourage them to think about all 
the people in the school and community who might need help, and all 
the ways they might be able to improve their community. For instance, 
could their button create a vegetable patch or floral garden to brighten 
up a community space? Could it help point other pupils towards book 
recommendations from the library? 

Ask pupils if any of their suggestions could be accomplished without a 
magic button. See if they can pledge to do one specific thing for another 
person – the whole class could make the same pledge, and you could 
make it reading-themed. For example, they could pledge to find a book 
in the library that a friend would like. 

Learning about difference and tolerance 
HWB 0-01a, HWB 0-05a, HWB 0-10a, Lit 0-09a

The book gives you a good opportunity to discuss some of the following 
questions with pupils:

 > No one is exactly the same as anyone else. Think about the people 
you know: in what ways are you different from them, and in what 
ways are you similar? For example, what foods do you like, what 
activities do you like to do, and what books do you like? 

 > Do you think it would be good if everyone liked exactly the same 
things as each other?

 > Do you think that friends have to like exactly the same things as each 
other? Can you be friends and not like the same things?

 > The robots all have buttons they can press to do things. But we’re 
not like the robots – if we want to be good at something, we can’t 
just press a button. We need to practice and get better! What are you 
better at than you were a year ago? 

 > How do you think Benny feels when the other robots make fun of 
him? If you were one of the robots, what do you think you might say 
to Benny to make him feel better?
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Write a book as a team 
LIT 1-31a, EXA 1-03a 

Alan Windram and Chloe Holwill-Hunter worked together to create the 
book, one writing the text and the other creating images.

Explain the concept of an author and illustrator to your pupils. This 
would be a good opportunity to get pupils talking about different books 
by different authors and illustrators, to see which ones they prefer.

Ask each pupil to come up with a character. You could ask them to 
come up with a robot character, or an animal. Pupils can come up with 
names – this is a good chance to introduce alliteration, e.g. Robbie 
the Robot. Ask them to imagine a few details about the character – 
something they love to do, a food they like, a special ability, and so on. 

Ask each pupil to describe their character to their partner. They 
shouldn’t come up with too much description – the point isn’t for their 
partner to try and reproduce exactly what’s in their head. Now, each 
pupil can draw a picture of the other’s character.

You could use this activity as a launchpad for some story writing or 
storybuilding too!

To help your pupils understand the idea of an author and illustrator 
team, you could watch our Authors Live event with Tracey Corderoy and 
Steven Lenton: bit.ly/ShiftyMcGiftyAuthorsLive 

Numeracy/sciences 
SCN 1-02a, SCN 0-03a, MNU 0-02a

The Collectors want to turn all the robots into teapots, which isn’t a 
particularly nice reason to collect something, but it can be fun starting a 
collection with your pupils!

One good activity could be to go on a nature walk and start a collection 
of different leaves that your class finds in forests. The Woodland Trust 
has a handy spotter sheet to help your pupils identify the trees that 
leaves fall from: bit.ly/Leaf-ID. This is a good opportunity for counting – 
how many of each different leaf did your pupils find?

Insects eat leaves and are then eaten by animals higher up the food 
chain, so this could be a good chance to do some activities around food 
chains. See our previous Bookbug Picture Book Prize resource for some 
handy links to food chain activities (page 3 on the PDF version): bit.ly/
BPBP-Resource-2018 
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Robot songs 
EXA 0-16a

Like all books published by Little Door Books, One Button Benny has 
some specially written songs for children to sing and dance along to. 
You’ll find them here – one is free to download: store.cdbaby.com/cd/
alanwindram5 

If you and your class enjoyed  
One Button Benny 
Lit 1-11a

Try the books on our list about robots: bit.ly/RobotFrolics 

I Am Bat
Written and illustrated by Morag Hood

Bat loves cherries. He’s gathered together a pile of juicy ones, and you’d 
better not take any…Children always love a book where the narrator 
talks to them directly, and the simplicity of the story makes it a great 
book for acting out or reading aloud. 

Continue the story 
LIT 0-31a

Bat is happy to have a pear at the end of the story, and warns everyone 
not to take it. Challenge your pupils to continue the story. What do they 
think happens next?

With younger children, you could do this as a storybuilding task. 
Working (if possible) with groups of around six children, gather in a 
group and get everyone’s suggestions for what might happen next. 
Once you feel that the group has settled on an idea, move on to what 
happens after that. To prompt the pupils for plot points, it’s good to think 
in terms of problems Bat could face: does someone try to take his pear? 
Does he drop his pear in the water when he is out flying? What does he 
do to find a solution to these problems?

Create puppets and act out the story 
EXA 0-02a, EXA 0-12a

Challenge your pupils to create puppets of the different animal 
characters in I Am Bat. You can find some nice examples at the 
following sites:
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 > There are lots of bat craft ideas here: bit.ly/Bat-Crafts 

 > Find out how to make a simple paper frog here: bit.ly/Paper-Frog 

 > Sock puppets are a good idea so it’s easy for the puppet operator to 
grab cherries. Here’s how to make a sock puppet: bit.ly/Animal-
Sock-Puppets. There’s also a guide to using sock puppets at the 
bottom of this web page from the BBC: bbc.in/2GLI2dZ 

The book could make a great puppet show for an audience – there are 
plenty of opportunities for audience participation as Bat doesn’t realise 
the animals are stealing the cherries. 

If you’re looking for some guidance and inspiration for putting on puppet 
shows, here are a few things to help:

 > A video of pupils performing Stick Man by Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Sheffler: bit.ly/Stick-Man-Puppet 

 > Some help from CBeebies: bbc.in/2GLI2dZ

Health and wellbeing – healthy eating 
HWB 0-30a

Bat seems to love fruit! How many different fruits have your pupils tried? 
You could try doing taste tests of different fruits and writing sensory 
poems to describe the taste, texture and look. For example:

Cherries are shiny and red

Pears are juicy and green

Bananas…

Health and wellbeing/expressive arts – 
role play window 
EXA 1-12a, MNU 1-09a

Once your pupils have done the taste test activity above, you could 
encourage them to set up a ‘fruit stall’ role play window.

A role play window is a recreation of a real life place where transactions 
take place, like a shop or a bank. Here’s a good example of a café 
window: bit.ly/RolePlayCafe

Encourage pupils to role play as shopkeeper and customer. This creates 
great opportunities for numeracy as pupils can use toy money to pay 
for fruit. The shopkeeper can use some of the descriptions they came 
up with in the previous activity to help the buyer make a choice! The 
window also creates opportunities for literacy as pupils can create signs 
and labels for the shop.
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The Little Book of Role Play Windows is a great resource to find out 
more: bit.ly/Role-Play-Windows 

Numeracy activities 
MNU 0-02a

Younger children can have fun counting bat’s cherries, and for older 
children you can create maths problems based on the book. For 
instance, bat has eight cherries – if he shares them with a friend, how 
many can each have?

Find out all about bats 
LIT 1-14a, EXA 0-12a

This PowerPoint presentation from the TES website will give your pupils 
an introduction to bats in the UK: bit.ly/Bat-PowerPoint. If you want 
your pupils to research bats independently, you can find most of the 
information on the PowerPoint at this webpage: bit.ly/All-About-Bats 

You could ask younger pupils to act out a day in the life of a bat:

 > Dusk – when it starts to get dark, that’s when a bat wakes up. Bats 
sleep hanging upside down – this might be tricky to act out! But they 
sleep with their wings wrapped around them, so your pupils can start 
off in this position, then stretch their wings out and take off. 

 > Catching insects – bats tend to dart around and change direction 
a lot when they’re catching insects. Easy to act out but make sure 
you’ve got a good sized space!

 > Returning home – bats tend to roost with other bats in trees, caves, 
barns and even houses! Your pupils can bunch together and wrap up 
their wings to go to sleep.

Your pupils could also act out scenarios featuring other nocturnal 
animals. For example:

 > A cat wakes up, yawns and stretches, before leaping onto a wall. 
Carefully he walks along the wall where he sees a little mouse 
scurrying along on the ground.  The mouse stops, his nose twitching 
in the air. The cat stops. Very carefully and quietly the cat stretches 
out his paw, ready to pounce and….missed it!  The mouse runs away.

 > An owl perched on a branch opens one eye, then the other, flies 
through the air and lands on the ground.

 > A hedgehog is snuffling amongst the leaves. Someone is coming so 
he roles himself into a little ball and hides.

 > A fox is spying on the farm; he sniffs the air smelling the hens. He 
creeps up to the shed where the hens are asleep but a light comes on 
in the farmhouse and the fox runs away.
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 > You are animals hiding in the forest at night. When music plays all the 
animals come out from hiding. What do the animals do in the forest 
at night? When the music stops, all the animals return to their hiding 
places.1

Some songs and rhymes 
Exa 0-16a

Unsurprisingly, there aren’t a lot of nursery rhymes and songs about 
bats, but your pupils could make up their own. You could use the song 
‘Three Craws’ as a template and change the lyrics to make bats the 
central characters. Here’s the song: bit.ly/Three-Craws. 

Your pupils could change the song to ‘Three Bats’ and create some 
lines to rhyme with this, e.g three bats sat upon a mat.

It might be a bigger challenge to do this activity for the other animals in 
the book but frogs could certainly work! 

For some hilarious rhyming check out our Authors Live event with Kes 
Gray, who reads from his side-splitting book Oi Frog!  
bit.ly/AL-Kes-Gray 

If you and your class loved I Am Bat 
Lit 0-11a

Try the books on our list featuring nocturnal animals: scottishbooktrust.
com/reading/book-lists/nocturnal-animals-books-3-7

Eric Makes a Splash
Written and illustrated by Emily MacKenzie

Eric is a worrisome little bear, and when his friends invite him to a 
swimming pool party, he’s excited but anxious. What if his fur gets wet? 
What if water gets in his eyes? Luckily he’s got his friend Flora to help 
him overcome his fears – and when Flora ends up needing some help, 
Eric is there to prove that best friends always help each other through. 
This is a lively and fun story, with lots of great messages for young 
readers.

Write or build a story about trying 
something new 
Lit 0-02a, Lit 0-09b, LIT 0-31a

Encourage pupils to write a story about a person or animal who tries 
something new. You can do story building with Early Level pupils, where 
you gather them in groups, give them a character or setting to start off 
with and ask them prompt questions to build a story. For instance, what 

1: Credit for this activity goes to Carolyn 
Sharp, Early Years Librarian at Falkirk 
Learning Resource Service.
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does their character try out; is it going to be easy for them to do; do they 
succeed the first time, and if not what do they do differently when they 
try again?

First Level pupils can try writing stories or comic strips. If they 
struggle, make sure they pick an animal that will have particular 
difficulty completing a task – for instance, a mouse that wants to 
become a wrestler, or a snake that wants to play the piano. Use it 
as an opportunity to talk about failure and how it can be a learning 
experience: perhaps the animal gets help from friends, finds a creative 
solution to a problem, or inadvertently finds something else it’s good 
at (for a good example of this, read Mr Pusskins: Best in Show by Sam 
Lloyd).

Encourage others to try something new 
LIT 0-02a, EXA 1-03a

Talk about the following with your pupils:

 > Talk about a time you tried something new. How did you feel before 
you tried it? Was it difficult the first time? Was it easier or different the 
next time you tried it?

 > Do you think that people should only take part in activities if they think 
they’re going to be good at them? 

 > Do you think everyone can be good at everything they try, the first 
time they try it?

 > How can we help encourage others to try something new? What kind 
of things can we say to encourage them?

Ask your pupils to think of something they could encourage others to 
try. This could include reading new books, playing a sport, going to the 
local park or playing a game. Ask pupils to design a poster encouraging 
others to take part in the activity, or make photo diaries of themselves 
doing the activity to show how fun it is.

Expressive Arts/Numeracy – design a 
pair of shorts for Eric 
MTH 0-13a, EXA 0-03a

Eric gets a pair of shorts with a snazzy pattern on them for his first time 
in a pool. Can your pupils design a new pair of shorts with a repeating 
pattern on them?

Expressive Arts – act out the book 
EXA 1-12a

The book has quite a large cast, so it could be ideal for your whole class 
to adapt into a play. Our guide from drama practitioner Pam Wardell 
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shows how you can adapt a picture book into a play which involves 
the whole class, with some pupils acting and others using musical 
instruments: bit.ly/PicBookPlays 

Sciences – all about water 
SCN 0-05a, SCN 2-08b

Eric has a lot of fun finding out about water, and your pupils can too!

If you want to show pupils how ice can change to water, present them 
with a glass full of water and a glass with a piece of ice in it. Ask them 
to identify the similarities and differences in the two materials. Now 
place the piece of ice in the glass of water and ask them what they think 
will happen over the course of the day. Come back to the experiment in 
a couple of hours. Ask them what they think happened to the ice. This 
shows us that ice and water are the same material.

To help pupils understand why ice melts, you can use this activity 
on the TES website (you’ll need to create a free TES login): bit.ly/
IceInvestigation 

This little game can also help your pupils become more familiar with 
how water changes state at different temperatures: stem-works.com/
external/activity/551 

You can also investigate floating and sinking – this BBC resource 
introduces the idea: bbc.in/2L6weps. Gather some objects together 
and get your pupils to predict whether they will float or sink, then record 
the results against the predictions. You can also make a boat with pupils 
– here are instructions: bbc.in/2kyE9Ra  

Health and wellbeing – talking about 
worrying 
HWB 0-06a, HWB 0-02a

Eric is a big worrier and some of your pupils will identify with him! 

Sometimes we imagine that things are much worse than they are. Eric 
Makes a Splash illustrates this well – here are some other books that 
you can use to show pupils that sometimes our own imaginations make 
things seem scarier or more problematic:

 > Billy Monster’s Daymare by Alan Durant and Ross Collins

 > The Scariest Thing of All by Debi Gliori

 > The Grotlyn by Benji Davies

Sometimes when we are worried about something, it helps to tell 
someone else. Here are a few other books that show how others  
can help:
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 > I Am Absolutely Too Small For School by Lauren Child

 > Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? By Martin Waddell and Barbara Firth

 > Whiffy Wilson by Caryl Hart

Some songs and rhymes 
Exa 0-16a

There are lots of different animal characters in the book – here are songs 
about some of them:

 > Did You Ever See A Bunny: bbc.in/2IiwLHM

 > A Bear Went Over The Mountain: bbc.in/2L46x9t 

 > Look At The Sneaky Crocodile: bbc.in/2Im7cFy 

If you and your class loved  
Eric Makes a Splash 
Lit 0-11a

Check out our list of books about that celebrate friendship:

scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/21-books-that-
celebrate-friendship-3-7 
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Activities and communication 
resources for children with 
Additional Support Needs 
(ASN)
The following activities are based on a standard activity from each of 
the 3 books, but have been adapted to make them more accessible for 
children with ASN and/or communication support needs. 

Printable symbol boards and vocabulary sheets, in PDF format, to aid 
communication will be available soon for each individual activity and 
can be downloaded at booksforall.org.uk/bpbp under ‘Teacher Pack 
Activities.’ You will also find symbol resources to accompany the 3 
short-listed books and to assist in the voting process here.

The symbol boards can also be used as overlays with recorded voice 
output in the GoTalk 9+ communication aid inclusive.co.uk/ 
go-talk-9-p2072

All of the symbol resources can also be downloaded from the Scottish 
Book Trust’s website at scottishbooktrust.com/learning/learning-
resources/resource/symbol-sheet-resources-for-the-bookbug-
picture-book-prize-2018.  
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