
Places of 
Worship



Bahá’ís worship in different ways.

They can worship in a temple but more often 

worship at home or in a local Bahá’í centre

with other Bahá’ís from the community.  

Places of worship - Bahá’í

In a Bahá’í temple services are simple.  There is 

no preaching and no sermons.  Readings from 

the scriptures of all religions can be read there, 

as well as the writings of the Bahá’í religion.

The main focus is how everyone can help bring 

unity to the world.

There are only 10 Bahá’í
temples in the world.



Each Bahá’í temple is designed and built differently.
However, they have some things in common.

Common characteristics of Bahá’í Temples

All Bahá’í temples have 9 sides and 9 entrances.

Bahá’í temples open to all people no 
matter of their religious beliefs.

They all have a dome but it 
not compulsory or required.

Most temples are surrounded by gardens.  They are a 
part of the spiritual experience and used for prayers 

and meditation.

They can be built in any way 
and with any materials.



Bahá’í Temples
Click on the pictures to see each temple.  Come back to this page by pressing the star.

Virtual 
Tours



Wilmette Temple, Chicago, U.S.A.

One of 9 columns 
around the temple.  
It shows symbols 
from many major 

religions.  

Writing on the dome 
show “The Greatest
Name” (Baha) which 
translates to “glory”.

It is the largest and the oldest 
Bahá’í temple.

The dome is made in a detailed 
lace pattern.



Kampala, Uganda

Gardens which are part of the spiritual 
experience and used for prayers and 

meditation.

The green dome is 

made of tiles from 

Italy.  The walls and 

stone used are from 

Uganda quarries and 

forests.



Sydney, Australia

The dome is 20m wide and 38m at its 
tallest point.

There are 
seats for 600 

people.

The gardens 
have 9 pathways 
that symbolise 
that there are 
many paths to 

God.



Hofheim-Langenhain (Frankfurt), Germany

The dome 
contains 540 

diamond-shaped 
windows.

A moveable lectern for 
the reading of 

scripture from any
religion.



Panama City, Panama

It is perched on a high cliff called 

"Cerro Sonsonate" ("Singing Hill") 

and overlooks the city.

It is made of local stone laid in a 

Native American pattern design.

The temple is surrounded by lots 
of trees, greenery and flowers.

I was lucky to visit it while 
travelling.



Tiapapata, Samoa

Like the Sydney 

temple the 

gardens have 9 

pathways that 

symbolise that 

there are many 

paths to God.

The structure 

can be 

completely 

opened to the 

island breezes.



Lotus Temple, Delhi, India

The building is 
made of 27 free-
standing marble-

clad "petals" 
arranged into nine 

sides.

It can hold up to 2500 
people and is one of the 
most visited buildings in 
the world. About 10,000 
people visit it each day.

The shape was chosen because 
the lotus is not associated with 

any particular religion.



Santiago, Chile

The temple has 

won several 

prizes for its 

design and 

architecture. 

The temple can seat 
600 people.

It is 30m high and 
30m across.



Lotus Temple

https://www.p4panorama.com/pa

nos/lotustemple/

https://youtu.be/v4oOMy0YwHs

Virtual Tours

Take a virtual tour of some of the temples by clicking the links 
below.

Wilmette (Chicago) Temple

https://www.bahai.us/virtual/virtu

al_m/temple_virtual.html

https://youtu.be/Emc-Wv2vHmM

Tiapapata, Samoa

https://youtu.be/rT_mYPV30EY

These are just some links I found after a 

quick search.  I’m sure you will be able to 

find more if you search YouTube or 

Google.
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