
 

 

 

 

International Mother Language Day- 21st February 

What is International Mother Language Day? 

International Mother Language Day is celebrated every year on 21st February and the purpose of this day is to raise awareness of 

language, cultural diversity and multilingualism around the world. 

What does “Mother Language” mean? 

The term "mother language" or “mother tongue” is used for the language that a person learned as a child (usually from their 

parents). Children growing up in bilingual/multilingual (where you speak two or more languages) homes can have more than one mother 

language. 

 

 

If you speak English at home then you can complete these tasks using Scots language. 

 
Here are some resources which may help you: 

 

https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/scotshoosewordsscotstoenglish.doc 

 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/100-key-scots-words/# 

 
 

https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/scotshoosewordsscotstoenglish.doc
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/100-key-scots-words/


 

Find out… 

Find out why International Mother Language 

Day falls on 21st February and explain why 

it is important to recognise and celebrate. 

 

Write or type your answer. 

House 

 
 
Draw a picture of a house.     Label the 

rooms and different household items in your 

Mother Language. 

 

 

Recipe 

16th February is pancake day. 

 
Write and illustrate a recipe for 

pancakes using your Mother Language. 

OR write out a recipe for your 

favourite food using your Mother 

Language. 

 

If you are not sure of all the words you 

could write the recipe in English and 

include key words in your Mother 

Language e.g eggs, flour, sugar. 

 

Bonus points if you cook or bake your 

recipe and send us a picture! 

 
Stories 

 
Write a short story in your Mother 

Language 

You could write your own short imaginative 

story, or a well-known traditional story in 

your Mother Language. 

Head Teacher’s task: 

 
Write “hello” in your Mother Language. 

Use BIG writing! Try and fill 

approximately the width of an A4 piece 

of paper.  

Head Shoulders Knees and Toes 

 



Add illustrations to give your 

teacher/classmates some clues about what 

is happening in the story. 

 

OR 

 
Read the extracts from these stories and 

fairytales written in Scots language. Which 

well-known story are they from? 
https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/0

2/story-sorting.docx 

 

We are going to make a big display of the 

whole school’s “hello”s so make sure your 

one stands out. 

Bubble writing would look good. Use 

different colours and patterns. You could 

decorate your letters with flags. Be 

creative! 

Draw a picture of the body. Label body 

parts with the correct words in your 

Mother Language or in Scots. 

https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/02

/head-shoulders-knees-and-toes.docx 

 

Film or record yourself singing the song 

“head, shoulders, knees and toes” in 

your Mother Language or in Scots. 

 

Quiz 

 

Can you answer all the questions in this 

Languages Of The World quiz? You might 

need to do a bit of research. I’m sure you 

will learn something new! 

 

 
https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/0

2/languages-of-the-world-quiz.docx 

 
The answers are at the bottom of the quiz 

document. No cheating!! 

Graph 

 
Read the table that shows the top languages 

around the world. Create a bar graph to 

present that information. 

 
https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/0

2/languages-around-the-world-activity-sheet.pdf 

 
Do not worry if you do not have a printer, 

you can create a graph on plain or squared 

paper using a pencil and a ruler OR you can 

create a graph on this website: 

https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/ 

 

British Sign Language 

Why not learn some simple greetings in 

British Sign Language (BSL)? You never 

know when you might meet somebody 

who uses Sign Language… They will be 

happy and surprised if you greet them 

using Sign! 😊 

 
https://royalmileprimary.files.wordpress.com/20

21/02/bsl-greetings-poster-a4.pdf 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n09Rb3OTKf

w 
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