
L.I create and solve subtraction word problems 
Have a go at solving these subtraction word problems. 

What is the number sentence you need to make? 

 

1. The spaceman met 11 aliens.  Suddenly, 2 aliens were zapped away!  

How many aliens were left?  

 

 

2. There were 12 rockets travelling to the Moon. 6 rockets went on to travel to Mars. How many 

rockets stayed at the Moon?  

 

                           

                         

3. There were 14 stars in space.  An alien spaceship zapped 5 away!  

How many stars were left?  

 

 

4.  The satellite gave off 6 rays of light.  

The Captain of the aliens gave orders for 4 rays of light to be turned off.   

How many rays of light were left?  

 

 

5. 18 aliens went to see Beauty and the Beast.   

6 aliens had to go back to the spaceship halfway through.  

How many aliens could watch the end of the film?    

 



L.I create and solve subtraction word problems 
Now have a go at making your own problem to solve! 

You can use these examples to help you. 

Remember – you should know the answers to the problem you make! 

 

1. The spaceman met ____ aliens.  Suddenly, ____ aliens were zapped away!  

How many aliens were left?  

 

 

2. There were ____ rockets travelling to the Moon.  ___ rockets went on to travel to Mars. How 

many rockets stayed at the Moon?  

 

                           

                         

3. There were ___ stars in space.  An alien spaceship zapped ___ away!  

How many stars were left?  

 

 

4.  The satellite gave off ___ rays of light.  

The Captain of the aliens gave orders for ___ rays of light to be turned off.   

How many rays of light were left?  

 

 

5. ____ aliens went to see Beauty and the Beast.   

___ aliens had to go back to the spaceship halfway through.  

How many aliens could watch the end of the film?    


